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BarDL1NGs too often, in Poetic Dreams, 
Attempt, unequally, the higheſt Themes. 
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MADAM, 


Tux lighteſt offerings gain value from danone 
reſpect, and efficacy from indulgent reception; candid | 
judgment and refined taſte, ſuch as you are generally 


| and happily acknowledged to poſleſs, will condeſcend- 


ingly admit them; caſting a humane veil over any 
paſſages inadequate ; ; of which 1 W b many; 
or erroneous. | 


Under this idea my fight poetical ſemblance of a 
juſtly celebrated Actreſs waits your indulgent accept- 
ance, whoſe favourable opinion and peculiar patronage 

has much enhanced, and firmly eſtabliſned a public 


ſanction, obtained by the powerful onIOIVaTIry of 


Mrs. Stppos; whoſe excellent delineations of Nature 


nature; having, perhaps, ſtepped a little too forward 


retires 3 venturing only to ſubſcribe himſelf, 


— 


1 ] 


do her abilities and your — the higheſt 
honour, 


The Author in this Addreſs, which poſſeſſes more 
truth, conſequently leſs flattery than moſt of a ſimilar 


in offering ſo light a tribute of reſpect; diffidently 


With the greateſt reſpedt, 
Mapan, 


Your moſt obedient, 


And very humble ſervant, 
No. 6, Co..208-GRBEN, NW „ - 
| Auover 1784. | 


THOMAS YOUNG. 


Fre to my Theme, kind Inſpiration fall! 
A CnurcHILL's ſweetneſs, not a CHURCHILL's gall 
| Oh! let me, void of prejudice in praiſe, 


Shall ſhade, like CHARITY, a world of faults, 


Where ſouls of all the great departed rove, 


SIDDONIA D. 


Make HoNEsST TRUTH the ſtandard of my lays ; 
Which, tho' not told with energy of thoughts 5 


From bliſsful regions, from Elyſium's grove, 


Breath air ambroſial ! from nectareous ſtreams, 


Amidſt the ſhine * never. ſetting beams 1 


Where 


0 KK „„ — — 
* 


Where malice, envy, diſcontent, nor ſtrife, 
Could e'er intrude, as in terreſtrial life. 


121 


Were miſerles of all complexions ceaſe, 
And gracious entrance is the bond of peace, 


Where ſpicy Gales wing unembitter'd hours, 


And waft ſeraphic byeets of countleſs flowers z 


Where tempeſts rage not, nor loud thunders roar 3 I ; 
Nor foaming torrents undulate the ſhore ; 


HoME 1 SOUTHERNE ! Concreve! OTway = 
CIBBER | Moore ! 
With filial eyes review their parent ſhore; a0. 


For e'en mortality cannot remove, 


Much leſs extinguiſh yaTRIOTIC love--- 
We mean that love which never can be bought ; 
By Nature planted ; and by Reaſon taught ; 


Not 


: 5 Around, ye grateful nymphs, around him tread, " "__ 


(TE 
Net the pretence which babbling int'reſt makes, ag 
When paltry games are play'd for paltry ſtakes z 
7 But that fair flowr which wears eternal bloom, 
And iſſues fragrance from a CHaTHAam's Tomy, 


' SHAKESPEARE, we chuſe to introduce alone, 
; | That vaſt Monopoliſt of Nature's throne z -- 0 
7 Who greater wealth than either INpIA's brought, 
From his unbounded treaſury of thought. 


Immortal bard ; all hail! may every ſpring 
Around thy tomb the nymphs of Avon bring; 


Record his beauties and bemoan him dead; 
Once more all hail! come join the laurell'd band, 
And graſp ſoft SouTHERNE with a friendly hand ; 
SOUTHERNE, whoſe MUsE deep-vers'd i in tragic art, 
Second to none, but SHAKESPEARE oe the heart. 4 


C Still 


| That rainbow ſprite of ITALY and Francs 


i = | 
Still truly nervous in a tragic flow, 1 
As graceful THausox, and as golden Rows, 


Still they ſurvive dramatic authors crown'd, 
With affluence of praiſe, their temples bound ; | 
With verdant wreaths. of ever blooming bays, 4s * 
W hich vegetate from genius teeming lays ; 

Survive they will the unſparing tooth of time, 

Till sippoxs reaches their celeſtial clime. 

Then ſhall MELPOMENE | freſh ſorrows ſteep,, 
And e'en THALIA mournful vigils keep; 50 
Her fall from all ſoft ſympathy ſhall + win, 

Save whimmy proſelytes of HARLRCUIx, 


Who captivates with geſtures, jumps, and dance; 
Without, ſave nimbleneſs, the leaſt pretence, 35 
Alike the foe of yaTHos, wit, and NSE. | 


The 


That join buffoonery to SipDoNs name. 


Admitting Barny BRITTLE's comic ſway, 
To laugh the finer — * away. 


3 And TIME lament the ravage he has made. 


8 Tis fit we pauſe - and render worth its due; 
Its due |---preſuming MUSE | thy weakneſs own, 


( 1 
The drama droop—its ſcenic ardor fail; 
Of injur'd nature but a ſlight retail, 


Soft! are not feelings liable to ſhame, 


Tis but a compliment we pay the AGE, 
Which favours ſuch conjunctions on the sTAOE; 


Pass rows will weep their excellence decay d, 65 


On this DIY melancholy view 


S1DDONs] can ſhow, a SinDons worth alone: 70 
07 Yet 


| 2 }] 

Yet may I paint, in humble rhymes, a pert, 
Of ſtrong ſenſations, which poſſeſs my heart; 
Feelings, which up to all ideas riſe, 

And call forth dewy praiſe from countleſs eyes. 


| 
| 
| 
| CHELT'NHAM * we thank thee. and revere thy name, 


| Which gave ſuch merit !---leading ſtamp of fame. 76 


And thee, O; Nx AL. !---with fineſt feelings bleſt! 
|| Angelic treaſure of a beauteous breaſt ! 


4 


A SACRED FOUNT ! whence richer treaſures flow, 


By 


| Than SPANISH PRIDE, or tyranny can owe, 80 
( 


| To pale PERU---or tawny MRXI CO! 
| Applauſively we hail thy nr Ie choice, 
; | 80 juſtly ſanction'd by the yUBLIC voice. 


- 30 # 


Tho! ſunk the Drama, in a a languid AGE T 


| To THEE we owe a renovated STAGE, ” T% 
If 


= 


1f MATCHLESS MERIT then can pleaſe and charm! 
You taught the ſun of Siopoxs firſt to warm: 


From ruſticated clouds you brought her forth ; 
Bright as the sr AR, that iſſues from the Non rH! 


| Vi6our ſhe caught; and LusTRE from YOUR praiſe; 
_ SHE furniſh'd L164T—you ſpread it to a blaze. g1 


Where is the boſom Sippons can't inſpire, 
With Zara's ſorrow; or with ZARa's fire? 
We mean that Zaka—toſs'd on Fortune's tide— 


Who proudly rivals Conc6REve's MOURNING BRIDE 


Nor leſs attractive is the melting Fair, 96 
Chang'd to the CHRISTIAN ZARA Of VOLTAIRE | 


When ſubtle GLosTER, vers'd in ſanguine art, 


By threats and promiſes to ſway her heart, 
5 Endeavours StioREt's aſſiſtance to obtain, too 
Againſt the royal orphan and his reignz 


iD | such 


Jt 4 FI 

Such lightning flaſhes from her angry eyes; 
I Such powerful accents, from her boſom riſe ; 
Warm ſympathy aſſerts in loud applauſe, 

The AcTREss? merit: —and the oRPHAN's cauſe. 
Boundleſs diſtreſs of complicated kind, 

A ſtarving body and afflicted mind 
The melting features of a palid face, [i 
| The feeble ſtagger, and the falt” ring pace, 3 | 
|| Thro' languor ſhow incomparable grace, 110 a 
{| This melting view ſo highly S1DDpoNs paints, 
Attention languiſhes, and feeling faints. 


In ISAB ELLA, ſympathy muſt move! 

i Maternal fondneſs — matrimonial love: 

And call a pang into that guilty mind, rig] 
That either is adult'rate or unkindg _ 

To love ungrateful z and to duty blind, 

But 


* . 
But well may ſhe afſume ſenſations here, 
Who dignifies her ſtate in PRIVATE ſphere, | 
The wir E unblemiſh'd, and the MOTHER dear. 120 


N 


Tis FICTION which commands our ſtage applauſe, 
practice in private life adorns her cauſe. 

Such SipDoNs is indeed! and who can guard 
Their inmoſt ſoul when S1ppons plies it hard. 


Hence in moſt high distinction is ſhe ſeen, Mo 
The VIRTUOUS FAV'RITE of a VIRTUOUS EN; 
That ſacred character which nations love, 

|} And difipated —_— approve, 


When Convancey mad with wrongs, our tears 
demands, 
Plaudits aſſume the eyes and quit the hands; 4 130 
Sippos of Nature the ſucceſsful thief, 
Exhaults the ping ful treaſury of grief; 8 
— mM. Unlocks 


„„ 

WF Unlocks each nicer r feeling of the ſoul, 

| | While globuPd drops o'er faireſt faces roll; 

In piteous courſe o er beauty's damaſk glow, 138 
Which thro? the gliſt'ning dew gains richer ſnoß; 
if Senſation yields to her its tend'reſt parts, 


And ſtrikes a mournful uniſon of hearts. 


When BEveRLY's raſh fate ſhe” s fix'd to on F 
(Whoſe paſſions revel, while his virtues ſleep * | 
- To mark each change, pathetically juſt, 
Which feeling, we confeſs, and feel we muſt ; 
ll) Th arreſting ſympathy o 'erſways each mind, 
And makes the cruel momentar'ly kind, 


When glimm'ring hope comes es tremblingly in ſight, 
With what profuſion does ſhe paint delight? 146 


But when deſpondence of her erring mate, 


Conſigns him to irrevocable fate; 


E 1 
A fate moſt lamentably black to ſenſe, : 
As SELF DESTRUCTION claims no juſt defence. 150 
When the fell poiſon finiſhes its taſk, 
Reſtricted melancholy drops its maſk ; 
Such inexpreflible !---ſuch pungent woe 1 —— 
None but a SipDoNs could its features ſhow ; 
Whole marking eye gives energy to thought, ISS 
That Nature ſtarts at merit ſhe © has wrought. | 


Whilſt ANnJou's Marxc'rer pillars FRANKLIN's | 
name, 

Her tow'ring ſoul ſxell d with ambitious aim; 
With ſmooth diſſimulation dark and deep, 
Lulls juſt ſuſpicion of her foes alleep ; "1 6a 
Perilous picture of a ſummer ſtorm,, 
That darts blue flame ere clouds the ſky deform 
And bears on fiery wings with lightning” 8 ſpeed, 
Deſtruction ſwift, as ApoLLONIAN ſteed. 


E. When 


c 18 J 

When by falſe league and vanquiſh'd arms ofer- | 

thrown, n 

Diſtraction rends cher for a murder'd ſon 

A ſon ! bright ſource of moſt vindictive pain, 
A ſon by -xoyALtz'D ASSASSINS ſlain. 


When Was RWICK Faint<quick pants expiring breath, 
And EDwaRDd meets, in agonies of death; 170 
What aup1ToR can fit exempt from care, 

When exclamation cries, s look there! look there!“ 
Her eyes dart vengeance of ſuperior kind, 


If Vaſt as her wrongs, and mighty as her mind. 


In Tow Lv elegance politely charms, _ 175 
The levity muſt pleaſe, the ſerious warms; 
Not flippant levity which wanting grace, 
Suits but the limits of a comic face; 


| But ill befits a TownLY's en . 


.L | 19 4 


Such levity may tickle vulgar life, 


DisCRIMINATION is the critic teſt, : 
| Who underſtand their characters the beſt : 
This is allow'd by ſimpleton and ſage, 
| The beſt CRITERION to adjudge the s AOR. 
Action, tranſitions z attitudes remain; 
Tho! graceful, but a ſecondary train; 
Reaſon applauds-—bids penitence be bleſt, 
That flows ſo forcibly from Sippoxs' breaſt. 


* Ye giddy group of faſhionable wives, 
That in continued riot waſte your lives, 190 

Did ye —excuſe the candour of a friend 
But ſee the direful demons which aſcend; 

* Which at the elbow of each gameſter ſtand, 

2 And ev'ry impulſe of the mind command 


The 


— — > 
— — . 


1 


| © The midnight ſpectres which ſurround your chairs; 

« Rage reddens here there avarice deſpairs — = 196 
Il © You'd ruſh for ſhelter where contentment 1 | 
Wl «6 And court 1 ye deſpiſe.“ 


Suppoſe affection loſt to moral duty, 


Tis trite, but true, LATE HOURS are. foes to BEAUTY, 


Deepeſt compunction flows in ev'ry line, 
While looks tempeſtuous happily combine; 


When by LOrHARIO's "I a 201 
CALISTA is no more a virtuous maid ; 


Pale-ey'd remorſe ſo blenches o'er each cheek, 205 | 


E*en taunting prudes her lapſe in LETHE ſteep : 
Such PENITENCE muſt make all errors ev*n, 
For PENITENCE On EARTH is JOY in REAV'N ! 


permit 


L 
permit, 0 Muss—permiſtion me to court, 
All that can move! awaken! fire! tranſport! 210 
Th! arouſing thunder of the paTRIOT anmrkK| 
Whom thouſands heard with pliant rapture ſþeak : 
Who ſtruck more terror into PILIp's f mind, 
Than could in war arm'd millions of mankind, 


The Roman ORATOR | fo form'd to pleaſe, 215 
With nervous dignity---pathetic eaſe ; 1 8 l] 
| And both theſe blended-4 in [80CRAT B8. Wy 5 UE 


All I invoke—ideas boldly wing— 
Lend me, O JzPHsoN ! genial pow'rs to ſing ; 
Teach me on tragic feelings to refine, 22320 


In numbers elegant and juſt as thine; 


So ſhall I be more equal to my theme, 
And prove in ſubſtance, what I now but ſeem. 


* DeMosriutnts, ©. + Of Maczvox. 2 Cre RRO. 


E 


[a7] 

Let me, by thy imagination taught, 

Range the rich region of exalted thought! 2323 
To ſound EUR AEHA's that's S1DDONIAN praiſe z 
A ſubject worthy of ſublimeſt lays. 1 
She nobly wins the emulative prize, © 
When by her dagger Dio vs ius dies 9 die 
A. daughters arm tyrannic progreſs checks, 230 
And eminently tow'rs above her ſex; $38 
EVANDER whom her filial breaſt ſuſtains s, 


Once more is reſcu'd from oppreſſive chains; 


Our ADMIRATION | faſcinated feels, i it 
While bluſhing ENVY! MATCHLESS MERIT n 235 
But wordy efforts feebly muſt! rehearſe, 
Such excellence — the , of wards; BY 

cg il) vt by Ie Gin odd Hut os 


Mild Bsuvipi NA whelm'd with painful wrong, 
Melts in each cadence of, her plaintive tongue. i 


* Gancian Daveurun, 


I 23 1 
REMEMBER TWELVE |! all imagery muſt fail--= 440 
With two ſoft words ſhe weighs down merit $ ſcale z 


And caſts a look ſo virtuouſly kind, 
"Tis Nature glowing from a faithful mind. 


But ah! what change to melancholy gloom, 
When the diſcover'd plot brings racking doom 245 
On hapleſs Jar IRR, and his gallant friend, 
Then frantic feelings mad ideas blend; 
All wiſh from deepeſt wretchedneſs to ſave, 
When ſtrong affliction ſinks her to the grave. 


| Struck thro), by fancied ſhades, het ſwelling heart 250 


Yields to the ſtroke of death's relieving dart; 
For we mult eſtimate that death a friend, 
n to griefs, like hers, a balmy * 


Tis thine t' nn Facn yoRT's ſong, 
In fancy delicate; in judgment ſtrong z 


i * ] 
With native force, with unaffected eaſe, 
To form the yielding paſſions as you pleaſe ; - 


7 


| To place each character in proper light, 
ro ſpeak their words and do their meaning right, 270 


" 


And give the world of reaſon unconfin'd delight. | 
We mean not to MELPOMENE alone, 
Confine our thoughts, NExT is THAL1A's THRONE 3 1 
| Who's sroRTIVE TROOP can never fail to pleaſe, 256 
Led on by DaLy's ſprightlineſs and eaſe; ; 

So juſt, ſo unconfin'd, her comic powers, 

We Laon by MINUTES, and DELIGHT by HOURS, 


Let not the UNMENTIONED drama's daughters fair,] 
Pale, 8L.00MING CHEEKs, with quick reſentive care, 
Eaen and her sorts 8HAtL ſeverally ſnare. 
A future day, and future work ſhall view, 
I render MEBRtft What is MERt't's due. 


* 


As Nature muſt confeſs a falling world, 


__ 


ad — —— * 


. Since this POE MM was begun, Mrs. SIDD ONS' ſevere 
_ occaffons the JG 


| HEAR, O Hrorra! fear a Muſe's prays, 
And make a S1pDpoNs thy peculiar care ! 
| Should ought diſabling blight her RAG I pow'! rs, 
MELTOMENE muſt paſs neglected hours: 
The trait of character, the pomp of verſe, 
| Muſt pageant forth a figurative heurſe, 
And the NINE Mus Es, at Apollo's call, 
Stand forth ſupporters of the fancied pall. 
Genius with head on ſwelling breaſt reclin'd, Lo 
And fancy tear-fill'd, meltingly behind; 


When A'toMs all are in confuſion hurl'd. 
GS - 


[1 7 
We mean not by aſſimilation here, 


To equalize the tranſient mimic ſphere, 
But take th' undoubted liberty of lays, 


To catch ſome glow of animated praiſe 3 
So. muſt the Stage its repreſentative, 
To a loſt SIDDON 5 e feelings give. 


